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An Exciting Month Ahead 

CROSSBEAMS    November 
2017 

November is an emotional roller coaster in the life of the 
church.  We begin by remembering our saints who have 
gone onto glory and celebrating the gift of their lives.  For 
some, this experience is uplifting; for others it is painful.  
We are all over the map with joy and sorrow as we 
remember, grieve and give thanks. 

For the rest of November, we wrap up the long season 
after Pentecost in which we have been celebrating the life 
of the Holy Spirit amongst us and our own spiritual growth. 
On these Sundays, we hear stories of Christ's return and 
how to prepare ourselves for its coming. The season 
culminates with Christ the King Sunday, as we acknowledge 
Christ's supremacy in every part of our lives and of our life 
together. Christ the King Sunday is 
something like New Year's Eve in the 
life of the church: a time to celebrate 
our life together, knowing that our 
resolution-making is coming with the 
dawn.  

This makes November the perfect time 
to host our annual stewardship drive as 
we contemplate what it means to 
follow Christ in his way, open ourselves 
to being conformed into his image, and 
dedicate our resources to the building 
of God's realm on earth. 

The colors on the altar will change a lot 
in November: from white to green to white, moving from 
"innocence and purity" to "spiritual growth" and back, 
symbolizing the celebrating and stretching we will do 
together. 

I invite you to participate fully in this exciting month.  Be in 
prayer about those who have touched and molded your 
life and prepare yourself to give thanks for them on 
November 5.   

All during the month, consider that stewardship means 
more than you think it does. Stewardship is not just about 
money, but more importantly about: 

 how we order our lives 

 what we value 

 whom we place on the throne of our lives 

 where we hear God leading 

These considerations determine how, what, and when we 
give in a much deeper way than considerations about 
money and budgets alone. 

Be in prayer, discernment, and conversation with your 
family about God, your faith lives, your values, and your 
finances and other resources. Talk about what God is 

calling you to give to the church and 
what it takes to further our mission and 
communal life.  Choose together what 
you will give for the year and come to 
church ready to make an anonymous 
pledge on November 19. For detailed 
help with this discernment, refer to the 
next several pages of the Crossbeams 
beginning with "What do I need to 
know in order to take a step in my 
giving?" and ending with the "Take a 
Step in Giving" financial chart. 

Spend the last week in November week 
in prayer for all of the families and 

individuals in our church community. Ask God to support 
and care for them as they also prepare to keep their 
promises in the coming year. 

Come to worship November 26 ready to re-enthrone Christ 
as Lord and King of all.  Luther would say this is hard work, 
because each of us wants to be God ourselves! What will it 
take for you to get yourself off the throne of your life and 
put Jesus there? 

peace is yours,   

Pastor Laura 
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What do I need to know in order 
to take a step in my giving? 

First, let’s understand some things about money….  

Financial transactions are nothing more than a system of 
trading one thing for another (bartering). Before the in-
vention of money, people traded goods and services, 
agreeing upon relative value and exchanging like for like. 
For example, if you were strong and could lift heavy things, 
you could go around lifting heavy things for farmers in ex-
change for food.  Of course, this system breaks down 
quickly: What if you need a hair cut, but the barber 
doesn’t need any lifting done or the only lifting work is on 
the farm?   

Money allows people to exchange good and services for an 
item of agreed-upon value, that can then be used as 
“currency” in the marketplace.  (At first it was buttons.) In 
other words, money is nothing more than an “agreement 
of value”. Money was not invented by God. Money was 
invented by people to make transactions easier and give 
people more choices in the marketplace. (As an interesting 
aside, look up “rai stones” or “stone money” on the inter-
net!) 

Currency, transactions, and the de-
sire to accumulate money have a 
way of creeping into our internal 
value system and corrupting us. We 
call this condition “greed.” 1 Timo-
thy 6:10 says, “For the love of mon-
ey is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some 
have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many 
pains.” (Note that it says, “the love of money”, not money 
itself. Money itself is benign.) Indeed, if you want to dis-
cover why people suffer, follow the money in their person-
al lives, and in our governments, businesses and organiza-
tions. Much pain is caused to masses of people by the cor-
ruption and greed of a few in pivotal positions. 

Next, let’s talk about why financial giving is neces-
sary for everyone, no matter who you are or how 
much money you have…. 

Financial stewardship is the best way the worshipping 
community knows to keep the human heart free of greed 
and financial corruption. There are several reasons for this. 

Financial stewardship helps people recognize that God is 
God and we are not. We name and claim that God has giv-

en us every good thing, including the ability to prosper. As 
recognition of God’s blessings to us, we strive to give 
blessings back to God, measure for measure. The regular 
practice of giving money helps us honor the first com-
mandment. It continually reminds us in a tangible and 
sometimes painful way that we honor God above every-
thing and everyone else.  

Financial stewardship invests us in the mission of God. In 
Luke 12, Jesus says, 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell 
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for your-
selves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heav-
en, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” It 
matters where you put your money. If you invest in hock-
ey, you will live, breathe, and love hockey. You will spend 
your time there, too. If you invest in the church, you will 
care differently about the church’s mission. You will spend 
more time there and you will be changed spiritually as you 
make God and God’s beloved community the center of 
your life. More and more, you will be challenged to pour 
your life out for others the way that Jesus did. Of course 
you can invest in more than one thing, but often people 
invest in many things, leaving the church out of the pic-

ture. 

We strive to practice first fruits giv-
ing. This means giving to God first, 
before the payment of any bills, fi-
nancial commitments, or spending 
desires. Why? Because if we give to 
God from the leftovers or excess 
money we have, we often find there 
is little left to give. “First fruits giv-
ing” requires us to think about and 

plan where we will spend our money. It forces us to budg-
et and tell our money what to do, rather than watch it 
drain away leaving us wondering where it all went. People 
who practice “first fruits giving” often report experiencing 
having enough money for all the things they want to do, 
no matter how much money they have. 

You should also know some things about the financ-
es at Church of the Cross: 

 All personal financial giving records are confidential. 

 No one will ever talk to you or anyone else about how 
much you give, or “squeeze you” to give more, alt-
hough they may ask you to give something. 
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 The weekly counters and the financial secretary, who 
are responsible for handling everything that comes 
into the offering plates and making deposits on behalf 
of the church are the only people who see individual 
contributions. They have a code of confidentiality they 
must keep to protect people’s privacy in matters of 
giving. The pastors, staff, council, and members of the 
congregation do not know how much or how fre-
quently individual people give to the church. 

 All of the regular expenses, including the mortgage, 
utility bills, maintenance expenses, staff salaries and 
contracts, office supplies, coffee, candles, music, and 
program costs are paid from the contributions of 
members and guests and from rental fees received 
from outside organizations and groups who contract 
with us to use our building space.   

 Sometimes we receive grants from outside organiza-
tions for special projects. 

 We also receive memorial donations from people 
wishing to honor and remember a loved one. These 
funds are used to purchase “permanent furnishings” in 
the church, particularly things related to worship and 
enhancement of communal life. 

 Your giving is never compared to 
the giving of anyone else. 

 We do not receive funding from 
the national, synodical, or confer-
ence expressions of the church. 
In fact, we send money to them to fund ministry at 
those levels. These are things like: seminary education, 
world hunger relief, the national magazine, and pro-
vincial initiatives like mental health ministry. 

Why do we function this way? 

Financial giving is a highly personal and spiritual matter. It 
really is no one’s business except yours and God’s, and it is 
best kept between you. 

How do take a step in my giving? 

Most importantly, begin where you are. You cannot go 
from giving nothing to giving a huge percentage of your 
income in a single swift motion. Yet, it is important that 
you take a step, small or large.  All of us stepping to to-
gether will make a huge impact on the ministry of the 
church, and therefore the world. 

Three simple rules in life:  If you do not go after what you 
want, you’ll never have it.  If you do not ask, the answer 
will always be no.  If you do not step forward, you will 

always be in the same place.   

Anonymous 

To take a step in your giving, you must address to aspects 
of giving: Frequency and amount. 

Use the material following to assess the amount of your 
giving.  

Use the material below to access the frequency of your 
giving. 

As with every mark of discipleship, the pastors are availa-
ble to meet with you for prayer, consultation and guidance 
as you take new steps. Remember that taking these steps 
in giving is an act of spiritual growth and deepening disci-
pleship. May God bless your growth and your giving. 

FREQUENCY 

Financial giving is like a muscle that becomes strong as it is 
exercised and used. We take a step 
with the frequency of our giving so 
that financial giving becomes a habit. 
The questions below are intended to 
help to assess where and how to take 
a step with the frequency and regular-
ity of your giving. If you can answer 
“Yes” to the question, continue to the 

next question. As soon as you answer “No” to a question, 
go to work in that section and assess how to take the next 
step in your giving.  

Have you ever given money to the church? If not… 

Beginning to give is often a matter of confronting our 
awareness about how ministry is funded and our part in it. 
Oftentimes we simply haven’t thought about giving. May-
be we think other people we take care of it, or that we 
don’t have anything to contribute. Giving to the church, 
however, is not about any of those things. Giving to the 
church is about taking a step toward living in right relation-
ship with God and others. Giving to the church is about 
reordering our economic minds and beginning to make 
them spiritual. Your first step is to pray. Ask God to reor-
der your thoughts about money. Listen for how God is call-
ing you to contribution to your congregation. 
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Do you give money to the church each Sunday you 
attend, or do you give on PAR? If not… 

You have given money to the church before, now the step 
to take is to plan to give money to the church each time 
you attend. This step is not so much about giving large 
amounts of money, but about getting in the habit of giving 
something regularly. Each member of the church is issued 
a set of offering envelopes to help with building this mus-
cle. Use your envelopes to plan to make a gift to the 
church each time you attend. Plan out one month at a 
time, placing your offering in the envelopes when you 
plan. Bring the envelopes with you when you worship. 

Do you give money regularly, whether or not you 
attend? If not… 

You have given money to the church before, either every 
time you attend, or close to it. The next step in building 
your giving muscle is to give whether you attend or not. 
When you do your financial planning each month, plan to 
give a specific amount for the month. Either divide that 
amount into your envelopes, make one monthly payment 
in one envelope, or make arrangements to give of PAR. 
Giving on Par allows you to give monthly, electronically on 
a specific date of your choice. The calculations become 
easier if you do annual planning and plan your giving to 
the church once for the whole year. 

Do you give money at times above and beyond your 
regular giving, such as Cause of the Month, Lenten 
services, special asks, or for memorials? If not… 

If you are already giving regularly to the church, whether 
you attend or not, the next step is to open your finances to 
the special projects of the congregation and the extra-mile 
giving projects that benefit other agencies within the wid-
er church and our community. Pray about which projects 
you might support and to what extent. Give generously 
and often. 

Do you give to these sorts of opportunities regular-
ly? If not… 

Plan to give to the special projects of the congregation and 
extra-mile giving projects that benefit other agencies with-
in the wider church ad our community. If you plan once 
annually, you can budget for these projects and events as 
a method of planned generosity. 

 

 

AMOUNT 

Are you giving a percentage of your income, or a reg-
ular amount each month? If not… 

When determining how much to give, the pastors recom-
mend using a percentage of your income. Starting to give 
in this manner will reorder your financial life. The absolute 
best thing to do is to create an annual budget. If you have 
never done this, use the budgeting worksheet included in 
this packet. A budget is nothing more than a plan; you tell-
ing your money what you want it to do. 

If you are giving a percentage of your income or a regular 
amount each month, the next step is for you to increase 
that percentage or amount. 

Use the step charts to help you calculate how much to 
budget to give.  (Page 5 and 6) 

 

 



 

November 2017 5 

 



 

November 2017 6 

 



 

November 2017 7 

 Lutheran Church of the Cross 

10620 Elbow Drive SW  Calgary, AB 
www.churchofthecross.ca 

churchofthecross@shaw.ca 
Pastors Laura & Phil Holck 

403-255-4792 

Mission 
Gathered by God to worship and grow. 

Empowered by Spirit to love and care for each other 
Living Christ’s love by witnessing to all. 

 

Vision 
To be a vibrant and growing congregation unified in sharing the 

love of Christ through words 
and actions. 

 

A glance at November Ministry Happenings…. 

November 1—Sandwich Making—7:30 am 

November 2 - PHD group—Noon—potluck 

November 4 - Cantare workshop—all day 

November 5 - All Saints Sunday 

November 5 -  Young Families Gathering—following worship 

November 10 - ForWord—6:30—8 pm 

November 11 - Men’s Breakfast—8 am 

November 12 - BLAST training 

November 14 - Prayer and Care—11:30 am—potluck 

November 14 - An Evening with Eileen Christensen—6:30 pm 

November 17—18 - CARE Conference—(conference is full) 

November 18 - Youth Geo-cashing 

November 19 - “Decisions That Count” - following worship—sponsored by Prayer & Care 

November 23 - Prayer & Care—”Caring Conversations” - 5 pm—potluck 

November 25 - Men’s Breakfast—8 am 

November 25 - Glass Bowl Making—9 am—2 pm 

November 25— Women’s Ministry—10 am 

November 26 - FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

November 28 - Mentor Night @ Confirmation—6:30 pm 

In this Month’s Issue 

Love the Lord your God 

with….. 

Strength—     pg.  8-9 

Soul -       pg.  10-13 

Mind -       pg.  14 –19 

Heart -       pg.  20 –22 

Calendar -     pg.  23    
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Social Ministry 
Cause of the month for November 

Families in Need 

During November and December we encourage mem-
bers to donate funds to enable us to supply food/gift 
cards for families who struggle to meet their needs dur-
ing the winter and holiday season.  Your continued sup-
port is much appreciated. 

As our Christmas project we will again do the ‘stuff a 
pair of socks’ for the Mustard Seed.  A box will be 
placed in the narthex for the collection of socks and 
needed items. 

Some of the items needed are: personal hygiene (ie. 
Soap, toothpaste, deodorant, lip balm, skin cream, 
comb, tissues),  band-aids, gloves, chocolate bars or 
candy treats, pen and writing pad, bus tickets, gift card 
to fast food restaurants, sewing kit, etc. 

December 10th  is the final day for collection.     

… love God with all your strength 

Saturday Retreat: God and You 

Creating Together 

Genesis 1 reveals that God is tremendously creative. Gen-

esis 1 also tells us that we are created in the image of 

God; we are creative too! Lots of people think they don’t 

have a creative bone in their bodies, but it’s quite simply 

not true. Everyone is creative, even if that creativity has 

been dormant! 

On Saturday, November 25, discover some of your own 

creativity, the joy of creating something lovely, and how 

you and God make a creative team. Pastor Laura and Lise 

Wilson lead a retreat on creativity from 9 am to 2 pm, 

lunch included. Our creative medium is fused glass bowls. 

Check out the sample and RSVP in the narthex on Sun-

days. A $65 fee covers the cost of materials.  

     YOU CAN DO THIS! 
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Earlier this year when Prayer and Care met to refine and clarify the purpose of 
our group we agreed that we had fallen short on our educational goals. With 
that in mind we are offering an exciting opportunity for you to explore how to 
care in a distinctively Christian way. 

Once a month on Thursday evenings— 5pm-7pm come and enjoy a Potluck and 
Study!  

Hilary Gray and Wendy McCulloch will lead the group as we work our way 
through the book… 

“Christian Caregiving-a Way of Life” written by the founder of Stephen 
Ministry Kenneth Hauck. 

We will meet for 10 sessions (September 28,October 19, November 23, January 
25,February 22, March 22, April 26, May 24) The group will plan how we can ac-
complish two more sessions in our busy church year! A mini retreat is a possibil-
ity. 

 Perhaps you have asked this question. Do I as a Christian have anything unique 
to offer my friends and family when they are hurting?  

You are invited to come and find good answers as we study together. Register at 
the office or speak to Hilary or Wendy. The cost for the course/book is $20.00.  

 Are you interested in connecting with other young adults and 
families at the church?   

 Do you wondering how your faith can give you new life in the 
midst of the busyness of work and family?  

The Families and Friends group is a chance for families with young children and 
young adults at the church to gather to build relationships, eat lunch and have 
meaningful conversations together. This year we will be meeting the first Sun-
day of the month after church (During Blast) in the small classroom next to the 
fellowship hall. Each time it will be a new conversation about life and faith. No 
prep work is expected, and we know life is full, so come when you can and bring 
simply yourself (and your little ones). You are simply welcome.  If you have any 
questions feel free contact Ryan Andersen at ryancandersen@yahoo.com or 
(403)993-7123. 

Next meeting is Sunday, November 5th—following worship 

… love God with all your strength 

mailto:ryancandersen@yahoo.com
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Last month, Sarah, Gundars and Heather (along with Pastor 

Laura and Pastor Phil as spiritual directors), helped lead the 

LOGOS retreat at Camp Kuriakos. LOGOS is a retreat for youth 

and by youth  and is a youth version of the Way of Christ 

weekend.  

Members of Lutheran Church of the Cross should be very 

proud about the leadership that these youth provided at this 

weekend and the way the Holy Spirit moved to strengthen the 

faith of the participants and enliven them to be at work in 

their home congregations. There were 13 participants: half in 

high school and the other half just out. They listened, 

discussed, created, worshiped, prayed and were all impacted by the experience. The team did a great job of 

delivering talks and sharing stories from their own life. Their willingness to share their faith, a few surprises 

provided on the weekend, and the movement of the Holy Spirit (assisted by your prayers) made this a powerful 

weekend.  

$996.31 was raised by  

Church of the Cross in this year's 

campaign!  

http://support.pregcare.com/e1t/c/*N9dqB61HPvhDTMVfb6TkY3v0/*W1psYxZ3tTmHXW6cwQ545N3SyF0/5/f18dQhb0S5fn8XJ8dWW8MwvnD2qwv2rW1TKCBX4b_CdfMf5qvWXD6prW39Dr-N8pCDJ3W2ysqtw50SSCgW7nwMJH90G7thN8S3yR5bY02SW4s7_bk2Jb1pLW1mhKfw7y3WBZW5h4tjP3SQgn2W3_CV3g3V_TcnVxZ29
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Acolytes for November 

Morning Prayer—9 am—Monday—Thursday 

 

Fellowship & Coffee at  

Tim Hortons—every Tuesday morning at 10 am. 

11472 Braeside Dr. SW. 

November 5— Isak Larsen, Leo Rettie 

November 12—Jamie Risse, Leo Rettie 

November 19—Max Thomson, Kim Reath 

November 26—Jamie Risse, Kim Reath 

November 2nd  

12:00 noon to 1:15 pm  

We would like to welcome you to Church of the Cross for a 

revival of the PHD program. 

PHD means – POTLUCK/HYMN/DEVOTION 

There will be a potluck lunch, a presentation regarding the contem-

plation and reflections of the composer of a hymn (chosen by the presenter), then a devotion 

followed by a short hymn sing. 

Please join us for: 

          GOOD FOOD/ GOOD COMPANY/ FUN/ KNOWLEDGE   

COFFEE SET-UP 

November—Grey Power 

 

December—Greg’s Group 
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… love God with all your mind 
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Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles 
Grandkids, Nieces and Nephews 

Sometimes we talk about our congregation being a family. It certainly is not the only metaphor for our 
congregation, but it does emphasize that relationships are key to our life together. There is the relation-

ship we have with God. There is the relationship we have with ourselves (you might say our baptismal identity 
as a child of God). And there is the relationship we have with other members in the congregation.  

 When I think about my own grandparents, aunts and uncles, my experience was that they loved me, were interested 
in what I was doing, and gently guide and advised. It is a different role than my parents had but the gentle reinforcement 
and encouragement these relatives provided supported and contributed to my whole upbringing. 

 One of the possibilities for your children is that they can have a whole congregation of grandparents, aunts and un-
cles who:  

 First and foremost, love and accept your children, 

 Are interested in who they are and what they are doing, and  

 Who can gently guide and advise your children and support you in their life and faith development. 

 These relationships are developed through consistency, intentionality, and awareness of what these relationships 
provide. Allow your children to get to know these new relatives through regular worship attendance and participation in 
BLAST. Allow your children to recognize themselves as grandkids, nieces and nephews of the older folks in the congrega-
tion! 

BIBLE STUDY – Self-led study with  
discussion 

Saturday, November 25th  at 
10:00 a.m. at the Church 
 
Please join us for part three of a 

three-session study on the Apostles’ Creed:   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit… 
 
DID YOU KNOW . . . 
 the Women of Southwood United and 

ELCOC have been meeting each year to celebrate 
the beginning of Advent since 1972 ??   

 this is the 45th year of this traditional meeting for 
meditation & fellowship? 

 
Women of Lutheran Church of the Cross & Southwood 
United Church will gather together on Tuesday,  
December 5th at 7:00 p.m. at Lutheran Church of the 
Cross for the Annual Advent Celebration. 

We’d like you to begin Advent with us at this very spe-
cial joint gathering where Lutheran Church of the Cross 
will lead the Advent meditation service and Southwood 
United will provide entertainment in the fellowship 
time to follow.  (Church of the Cross women please 
bring sandwiches or an appetizer to share) 
 

Why should YOU come?  Participants share: 
…It’s a fun night with time for quiet meditation and 
fellowship with others. 
…I look forward to seeing the faces of our friends at 
Southwood United. 
… It’s a special evening that calms me down and pre-
pares me for Christmas 
… This event offers a chance to pause 
and puts focus on the true meaning of 
the season - it moves me beyond think-
ing of gifts and shopping. 
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… love God with all your mind 

Going Deep: The Trinity and 

Transformation 

Men’s Breakfast 

8-9:30 am 

Saturday Nov. 11th and Nov. 25th 

The Men’s Breakfast is continuing it’s inquiry into spirituality and the life of contemplation. Father Richard 

Rohr of the Center for Action and Contemplation in Albuquerque, NM, continues to challenge and invite us 

into a broader perspective of God’s action in the world. In October, we listened to a talk he gave at a non-

dualistic science conference in San Francisco last year. On Nov. 11th, we listen to a talk that he gave to 

Google where he focuses on the Trinity and how it’s divine dance models and embodies a more unitive way 

of thinking and being in the world. Join us for some good eats and challenging conversation. For more info, 

talk to Helmut Hofer or Pastor Phil. 

Worship Services from six continents 

On Reformation day the Lutheran World Federation will invite you on a 
trip around the world and across the seven LWF regions to witness 
how the Reformation has become a global citizen. 

A live stream of worship services from 11:00-23:00 CET, will show the 
rich diversity and unity of the Lutheran churches as they commemo-
rate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

This journey will also feature three ecumenical services, demonstrating 
the spirit of ecumenical accountability with which the LWF has commemorated the 500th Reformation anniversary. 

The program also include information about the seven regions,  the 145 member churches and the ongoing refor-
mation. 

We also invite viewers to be part of this global journey by sharing their impressions on social media. 

Follow this event 

Join us on Facebook and Youtube for a Reformation Day to remember. 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/live-reformation-day 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/live-reformation-day
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… love God with all your mind 

Leadership for Mission  
In Baptism, we are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. Through theo-
logically-trained and accountable leadership, Rostered Minis-
ters help all membersto live out the calling to mission and to a 
life ofspirited discipleship. Congregations play a vital role in 
leadership formation. 
 
The ELCIC has two types of rostered ministers: Ordained Min-
isters are called to a public ministry of “Word and Sacra-
ment,” with a strong emphasis on preaching, teaching, presid-
ing at Baptism and Communion, and offering spiritual care; 
 
Diaconal Ministers are called to a public ministry of “Word 
and Service,” with a strong emphasis on equipping all the bap-
tized for service in all the places where the needs of the world 
encounter people of faith. 

 Have you considered becoming a rostered minister?  
Talk to your Pastor, Diaconal Minister or Bishop; or contact 
the Synod office: info@albertasynod.ca. 

 
 

mailto:info@albertasynod.ca.?subject=Interested%20in%20becoming%20a%20Rostered%20Leader


 

November 2017 20 

… love God with all your heart 

In October I joined ELCOC as pas-
toral intern. As someone with 
relatively fresh eyes I've been 
asked to write about where I see 
God at work in and through this 
congregation. 

I came to this place in the middle 
of an exciting time. ELCOC was 

celebrating 500 years of reforming the church, five 
years as a rainbow congregation, young people con-
firming their baptismal vows, and new members be-
ing welcomed. What a month, and it's not over yet. 
In all of these celebrations I could see the Holy Spirit 
moving through the body of Christ, empowering and 
inspiring individual members of all ages to service 
and sharing their faith. 

In Sunday worship I heard confirmands lead worship 
and share their faith statements with the assembly - 
proclaiming how they experience God working in 
their lives.  A week later I saw that this practice is not 
limited to young people at their confirmation when 
Lise, emboldened by her experience of God, shared 
her faith story. I heard other adults share their faith 
stories outside of worship and I know that more peo-
ple will share their stories in worship on October 22.  

In this place I have seen people empowered by the 
Spirit to speak truth, including how the church and 
members of the clergy have harmed them. I have 
seen people empowered to forgive, to serve, to lead, 

to teach, to welcome, and to bless. I have seen the 
Spirit empower the people here in big ways, for ex-
ample lay people getting up to share their stories of 
salvation, right down to three-year-old Rebekka lay-
ing her hand and her teddy bear's paw on the new 
intern in blessing. In that small gesture I saw that this 
is a place where not only are little children welcome 
to come to God, but a place where they are allowed 
to show us how the Spirit moves through them.  

Here is a place where the Spirit flows through and 
dwells in the little children the older children at 
heart, in families and single people, in straight and 
gay, trans- and cis-gender people, in charter mem-
bers and newly welcomed members, empowering 
and encouraging them to a ministry of Word and Ser-
vice. 

Intern Kate 

 

Intern Kate is in the office Monday to 

Wednesday.  Please stop by and meet her 

if you haven’t already met her. 
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… love God with all your heart 
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… love God with all your heart 
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November 

2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

 
 
 

 

  
 

  

 

  1 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Sandwich Making—7:30 
am 
AHS Caregiver’s Group –
1 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 
Cantare—6—10 

2 
Quilting—9 am 
PHD—12—1:15 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 
 
 

3 
Office Closed 

 
SWCG—7 pm 

4 
 
Cantare workshop—all 
day 

5 
All Saints  Sunday 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following worship 
Youth Faith Lens 
Young Families Gathering—
following worship 

SWCG—1—3 pm 

6 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
 
 
 

7 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
Faith Formation—6:30-8 
 

8 
Morning Prayer—9 
am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
Cantare—6—10 
SWCG—7 pm 

 
 

9 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 
 

10 
Office Closed 

ForWord—6:30 –8 
pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

11 
Remembrance Day 
Men’s Breakfast—8 
am 

 

 

12 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am— 
BLAST—following wor-
ship 
BLAST Training 
Youth Faith Lens 

SWCG—1—3 pm 

13 
Office Closed 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Cantare—6—10 

14 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 10 
am 

Prayer & Care—11:30 
am 
Faith Formation—6:30-
8—an evening with 
Eileen Christensen 

15 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
Cantare—6—10 
 
SWCG—7 pm 

16 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 

17 
Office Closed 
CARE Conference 
SWCG—7 pm 

 

18 
CARE Conference 

Youth—

Geocaching 

19 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am— 
BLAST—following worship 
Youth Faith Lens 
Decision That Count—
following worship 

SWCG—1—3 pm 

20 
Morning Prayer—9 
am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Cantare—6—10 
 
 

21 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
Faith Formation—6:30-8 
 

22 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 

Cantare—6—10 
SWCG—7 pm 

23 
Morning Prayer—9 

amQuilting—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 

Prayer & Care—5 pm 

E.A.—7 pm 

Choir—7:15 pm 

24 
Office Closed 

SWCG—7 pm 

25 
Men’s Breakfast—8 
am 
Glass Bowl Making—
9 am—2 
Women’s Ministry—
10 am 

26 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am— 

BLAST—following wor-
ship 

SWCG—1—4 pm 
FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

27 
Morning Prayer—9 
am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Cantare—6—10 

 
 

28 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
Faith Formation—6:30-
8—mentor night 
 
 

29 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 

Cantare—6—10 
SWCG—7 pm 

30 
Morning Prayer—9 am 

Quilting—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 

E.A.—7 pm 

Choir—7:15 pm 

  

Communion Sundays 

Nov. 5 & 19 

Cause of the Month 

Families in Need 


