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CROSSBEAMS    May 2017 

  

We live in a time where the words Muslim, Islam, and Jihad 
seem to be synonymous with Terrorist. On Sunday, April 23rd, 
we were gifted with a presentation by Fatih Sezgin on Islam and 
Jihad. Fatih Sezgin is a Turkish scholar who has done a 
dissertation on the historical vs. present-day understanding of 
jihad. Last year, he was all set to defend his dissertation and 
earn his PhD when the so-called “attempted coup” was staged 
in Turkey. This “attempted coup” seems to have been used as a 
pretext for declaring martial law and to allow the government to 
imprison or silence any opposing voices. Mr. Sezgin was viewed 
as one of these of these voices. Hence, he has ended up in 
Canada as a political refugee.  

In his presentation, Mr. Sezgin, presented a 
background on jihad with many references 
to the Qu’ran (the holy book of Islam). 
Below are some of the nuggets, thoughts 
and insights that stuck with me.  

Islam means peace—The name of the 
religion itself is derived from the Arabic 
word salema which is derived from the 
Hebrew word shalom. Shalom is the word 
used to describe the peace of God and 
God’s intention of well-being.  

The Qu’ran forbids terrorism — There are verses in the Qu’ran 
that say that it is forbidden to kill women and children or 
destroy livestock. The sense of what the Qu’ran allows (with 
regard to war) is self-defense.  

The Greater and Lesser Jihads — The Qu’ran speaks of the two 
types of jihad. The Greater Jihad (the more important one) is 
the war within oneself to live a pure, righteous life. To strive 
against those impulses that would harm or diminish the 
neighbor. The Lesser Jihad is to struggle again the physical or 
tangible systems that are unjust and work against life and well-
being. 

Context is decisive—The Qu’ran was written at different times 
and in different places. Hence, the teachings were given to deal 
with particular circumstances. Some were given (i.e. in Mecca) 
when muslims were a small minority and dealt with issues of 
how to relate to society in that context. Others were given to 
the established community in Medina where Islam was 
dominant. Understanding the context helps in a responsible 
interpretation of a verse. 

Proof-texting is problematic—Mr. Sezgin pointed out that 
quite often a single verse from the Qu’ran is quoted in support 
of an assertion or to be the answer to what the Qu’ran says 
about a particular topic. This can be very problematic. Finding 
a verse to prove one’s point may or may not have integrity 
with the overall teaching in the book. For example, the Bible 
quotes Jesus as saying,  “An eye for eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” To quote that as representative of Jesus’ teaching 
would be ridiculous.  

Religion can be used as a tool by those thirsting power—It 
was clear to Mr. Sezgin that less-than-scrupulous leaders have 

recognized that appealing to Islam can be 
an effective way to gain and hold power.  

As I listened to Mr. Sezgin, it resonated that 
Christianity struggles with many of these 
same issues: 

 Whose biblical interpretation is right? 
 What does it really mean to be a 
Christian? 
 How do we resolve conflicting verses in 
the Bible? 
 Is the Bible primarily about others or 

about ourselves? 
 How has Christianity been perverted or corrupted in the 
past? 
 How might it be perverted or corrupted now? 

 Above all, I came away with a very clear sense that it is good 
to listen to and to get to know others. There is something 
divine and godly at work when we overcome our fear of 
people who are different from us and risk getting to know 
them and to become friends. My prayers are certainly with 
our brothers and sisters in Islam who seek to be our partners 
in creating a world of peace. 

Peace, 
Salema, 
Shalom, 

 

Holy Wars 
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 Lutheran Church of the Cross 

10620 Elbow Drive SW  Calgary, AB 
www.churchofthecross.ca 

churchofthecross@shaw.ca 
Pastors Laura & Phil Holck 

403-255-4792 

Mission 
Gathered by God to worship and grow. 

Empowered by Spirit to love and care for each other 
Living Christ’s love by witnessing to all. 

 

Vision 
To be a vibrant and growing congregation unified in sharing the 

love of Christ through words and actions. 
 

  

A glance at May Ministry Happenings…. 

May 1— Women’s Cursillo Meeting—4:30 pm 

May 3 - Sandwich Making—7:30 am 

May 5—7- Synod Youth Gathering 

May 7— Town Hall Meeting—following cake after worship 

May 9 - Prayer and Care—11:30 am (potluck) 

May 10 - Council Meeting—7 pm 

May 13 - M & M Women’s Group—10 am 

May 13 - Dutch Canadian  Choir—2:30 pm 

May 15 - Social Ministry Meeting—7 pm 

May 16 - Confirmation with the mentors—7 pm 

May 17 - Women’s Cursillo Meeting—1:30 pm 

May 21 - Weaving with the Confirmands 

May 25 - Prayer & Care—5 pm (potluck) 

May 27 - Via de Cristo Mtg.—9:30 am 

May 27 - Wedding—4 pm—Julie Reimer & Curtis Doornbos  

May 28 - Weaving with the Confirmands 

 

In this Month’s Issue 

Gardening News      pg. 3—4 

Social Ministry & Gray Power  pg. 5 

Faith Story Time      pg. 6 

Women’s Ministry      pg. 7 

Concert News       pg. 8 

Tag—You’re It!!       pg. 9 

Ministries for the Month    pg. 10 

Message from Our Bishop   pg. 11 

Around Town       pg. 12-14 

Calendar         pg. 15 

Morning Prayer—9 am—

Monday—Thursday 

 

Fellowship & Coffee at  

Tim Hortons—every Tuesday 

morning at 10 am. 

11472 Braeside Dr. SW. 
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Great Gardening Opportunities! 
Our Mission Statement: 

Lord help us : 
To promote stewardship in our Community 
To provide food for the greater Community who are in need 
To grow in community and outreach at ELCOC 

As most of you know, the planting, weeding, harvesting, whatever is required in our community vegetable garden 
and flower gardens has for several years been tended to by our Kononia Garden Group. We are a small group, and 
as much as we love gardening, increasingly we find ourselves short of labour and energy.  Therefore, we would like 
to offer all of you garden opportunities at your own convenience. 

Rather than schedule the planting, weeding and harvesting of the vegetable plot for weekdays, we will be schedul-
ing most of these activities for evenings and Saturdays to accommodate those who have expressed interest but are 
simply not able to help because of work commitments.   

As well, rather than ask individuals or families to take responsibility for selecting a vegetable, planting it and then 
maintaining that particular plot over the summer, we plan to make the garden a truly communal as well as commu-
nity project.  Over the past four years we’ve been able to judge which vegetables do best in our space, and which 
are the least fragile to make them practical for delivery to the groups to whom we donate them. We will have seed 
on hand, but you are welcome to donate a package if you have excess in your own inventory.  

So you will be able to help with the planting of the entire garden, come and weed at your leisure, and feel free to 
do the same type of weeding and mainte-
nance in the flower beds if you spy the 
need.   

Very soon, we will be sending out notice 
of the proposed planting days/evenings 
and asking that anyone who can spare an 
hour join us on one of those occasions. 
There is no need to let us know in ad-
vance, no long term commitment; this will 
be simply a plea for your assistance. We 
also believe it can be a wonderful way to 
connect with people you may not know in 
the congregation and, if you have little or 
no experience in gardening, to learn from 
our seasoned group of gardeners.  

We welcome families to participate to give our children a sense of ownership in the property over which we are 
stewards.  
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Social Ministry 
Cause of the Month for MAY 

LUTHERAN HOSPITAL MINISTRIES 

Our next meeting: May 15 at 7:00 pm 

Word for Children Ministry 

May 7— Laurie Hansen 

May 14—Kathy Bishop 

May 21—Renate Erickson 

May 28—Hannah Rude 

GRAY POWER 
The Calgary Philharmonic open senior rehearsals are on the following dates.  We car pool from the church 
and usually go out for lunch after. Except on March 3rd it will have to be a quick snack as it's the same day as 
the world day of prayer service at our church, which starts at 1pm. 
 
Friday June 2, 10am Mozart & Mahler with Andre 
Laplander Conductor - Roberto Minczuk Soloist - 
Andre Laplante, piano 
Please email hgray64@icloud.com by Tuesday 23 
May if interested in attending. 
 
There are no tickets issued for the rehearsals; but 
we do have to book one week (or any earlier) be-
fore the rehearsal date to reserve our spots as space is limited.   

mailto:hgray64@icloud.com
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
MARY & MARTHA BIBLE STUDY 

Saturday, MAY 13, 2017   
At 10:00 a.m. in the north meeting room 

 
Topic:   You are Not Alone …  When you are afraid ….  When you don’t want to be generous … When you 

must say goodbye …  When you are at a crossroads …  When people around you are struggling…  When you 
need forgiveness…  When you are sure you are right… When life is going your way …When you are feeling 

jealous … 
 

Please join us for discussion on what it means to trust God, who knows us completely, with our joys and 
our struggles as we hear and reflect on the diverse stories of women from different generations.   
(see the May issue of Gather, pgs 23-29) 

 
To view Gather Magazine online go to www.gathermagazine.org  
On the left sidebar click on Digital Gather. Click beneath the issue you want to view.  Log in with email ad-
dress:  churchofthecross@shaw.ca  
And then password is:  maryandmarthagroup 

 
**Note to M&M ladies – for the month of May coffee set up/cleanup will be done by our  

   group.  Please sign up to help as you are able.   
Thank you. 

Your change can change lives through the Baby Bottle Campaign for the Calgary Pregnancy Care Cen-
tre. Help women facing an unplanned pregnancy find the hope needed to welcome their babies into 
the world. Pick up a bottle on Mother’s Day and for the next 5 weeks fill it with coins, cash, or a 
cheque.  
 
Return it to the church by Father’s Day, June 18. Alternatively, you can text “BABY” to 596-801-1840 
to donate or online at www.pregcare.com. When you give to the Baby Bottle Campaign for the Calgary 
Pregnancy Care Centre you’re helping relieve financial and emotional pressures for hundreds of wom-
en facing unplanned pregnancy.  

http://support.pregcare.com/e1t/c/*W52GspL3LdNVzW8Nlwcd2Q3CvN0/*W1wm4T34r7wsyW1jKkHy7rFG370/5/f18dQhb0SbTP8YXNdxW8MwvnD2qwv1fW2MMhDX1TNQnkVf59N-57mvC2W1BQYgz8Tm-B0W5Zh7Hs79-G01W8mQCyL615s0FW85kqgz5mgR_BW8mnw907bjnYCW4CB5ys830frCVFfddj6hx8DRW557TCr1g57F3W
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What game are YOU playing? 

 
It all started out as a game of "Simon Says" in the form of the Old Covenant. How better for God to lead His children, 
than with a simple children's game. Unfortunately, we were not very good at this game as demonstrated by the com-
plete disobedience of many, and even the partial obedience of Abraham, Moses, Saul, King Jehoash, and so on. For 
some interesting insights on partial obedience, see the A Lot of Trouble blog post 
(robpetkau.wordpress.com/2017/03/25/a-lot-of-trouble/) 
 
When God was born as a man in Jesus Christ, the game 
continued. Still "Simon Says", but with a perfect, physical 
example to follow. Kind of like a super fit aerobics instruc-
tor. So easy to follow right? Wrong! He showed us all the 
motions, and all we had to do was follow. What did we do? 
We didn't see the point. We didn't believe that this 
workout was necessary, i.e. "I'm fine with the extra 50 
pounds". We got tired. We got human. We fired our instruc-
tor. 
 
God realized, even before Jesus was born, that we were 
terrible at "Simon Says". We didn't find it fun, understand 
it, or even really participate. He realized that a new game 
was needed. 
 
When Jesus Christ was crucified and resurrected, the long anticipated "New Game", New Covenant, began. "Simon 
Says" is over! Looking at the gospel of John 13:13-15 we see that Jesus has washed our feet, and so shall we wash one 
another's feet. Jesus did something to us, and we should do that same thing to others. What game does this sound 
like to you? It reminds me of my favourite childhood game, tag. So, how do we play, what's the current state of the 
game? Jesus tagged us, now WE are ALL "IT". We shall all go out with open arms, patience, understanding and love to 
share the grace of the Lord with all who need it. Let's face it. I need it, you need it, everyone needs it. So, go out and 
remember… 
 

Tag, YOU are "IT" 

Matt Brook 

The Cursillo Movement offers a three-day renewal experience providing people with a 
powerful experience of  grace, forgiveness, and Christian community that restores hope 
for the church and world. People who experience a Cursillo weekend often remark that 
they feel the depth of God's love and a renewed connection to God's beloved community, 
the church. A number of people here at Church of the Cross have participated in this ex-
perience. One of them is Matthew Brook, who writes to all of us following his experience. 
If you would like to participate, please talk to Pastor Laura, or anyone you know who has 
completed this weekend experience. 

http://robpetkau.wordpress.com/2017/03/25/a-lot-of-trouble/
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Germany: Luther, Bach & the Beatles 
 

THERE IS STILL ROOM—October 21—November 4, 2017 

Your church staff is traveling to Germany to celebrate the 500th anni-
versary of the Reformation and you are invited to join them! 

If you are interested, reserve October 2017 on your calendar and 
have a conversation with Pastor Laura. 

 

Sunday morning  

Coffee Set-up  

May— M & M Group 

READERS 

May 7—Alex Schmidt 

May 14—Lloyd Hakl & Max 

Thomson 

May 21—Marilyn Jonasson 

May 28—David Baker 

Acolyte Ministry 

May 7—Isak Larsen & Mikaela Rude 

May 14—Nyachang Reath &  

Natalie Rude 

May 21—Blake Craven,  

Mattias Allison, Sam Urquhart 

May 28—Max Thomson & Justin  

Bailey 

Communion Assistants 

May 7—Doris & Don Urquhart 

May 14—Dianne & Gates Fortier 

May 21—Georgina & Doug Normandin 

May 28—Randa & Greg Nemish 

Communion Set-up 

May 7—Olga Seifridt 

May 21—Pearl Schuster 

May 28—Takako Driedger 
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Message from Our Bishop 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 

I invite your prayers for the 12th Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation taking place May 10-16, 2017 in Windhoek, 
Namibia.  The ELCIC will be represented by four delegates: Na-
tional Bishop Susan Johnson, Rev. Katherine Altenburg, Dan 
LeBlanc and myself.  In addition, I have been nominated by the 
North American region to serve as a council member of the 
LWF.  Including travel time to Namibia I will be away May 7-19. 

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is a global communion of 
145 churches in the Lutheran tradition, representing over 74 
million Christians in 98 countries. Once every six years, dele-
gates from the member churches gather to convene an Assem-
bly, and set the vision and priorities of the communion. As well 
as determining the direction of the LWF, we examine issues 
facing our churches, and worship together in a celebration of 
communion and cultural diversity. As the LWF’s supreme au-
thority, the Assembly is responsible for safeguard-
ing the Constitution, electing its next set of lead-
ers, acting on reports, speaking out on issues con-
cerning the life and witness of member churches, 
and setting the overall direction for the ensuing 
period. 

The theme of this Assembly is, Liberated by God’s 
Grace, with sub-themes focusing on issues perti-
nent to our time: that salvation is not a gift that 
can be bought, and that exploitation of people 
and environmental degradation are critical issues 
of our time that demand our attention. 

Each LWF Assembly is unique. It is shaped by the 
historical juncture in which it takes place, its ven-
ue, and the people who help shape its character, define its pur-
poses and determine its outcomes. The Assembly is excited to 
meet in Namibia, a country that is deeply rooted in the Luther-
an tradition. 

The year 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation. This Assembly is the venue for its global commemora-
tion. 

The choice of Namibia as the venue for the Twelfth Assembly 
has great significance for the LWF.  The story of the relationship 
between the LWF and the Lutheran churches in Namibia is 
closely intertwined with the national struggle and victory 
against apartheid so that justice, freedom and dignity could be 
achieved for all Namibians.  To anchor the Assembly in Namibia 
is to epitomize and celebrate this accompaniment made possi-
ble by the grace of God.  It is also significant that the global 
commemoration of the Reformation is taking place in Namibia 
during the Assembly.  With Lutherans comprising half the popu-
lation, Namibia exemplifies the way in which the Lutheran faith 
has been embraced and has effectively taken root in other 
lands outside of Europe. 

Hopes for the Twelfth Assembly are summed up in four key 
words: joyful, transformative, forward-looking, outward-
looking.  

Joyful – we celebrate diversity and the sense of belonging to 
one global communion; 

Transformative – we will develop clear insights and a powerful 
narrative of what it means to work together towards a just, 
peaceful and reconciled world; 

Forward-looking – we will embrace the future with courage 
and hope and in this process upholding the generation that 
embodies this future; 

Outward-looking – we will strengthen ecumenical involvement 
and engagement in the world through compassionate diaconal 
concern and unwavering passion for the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

In total, around 800 participants – including near-
ly 400 delegates – will gather in Namibia. The 
Assembly will be hosted by the three Lutheran 
member churches: Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Namibia, Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Re-
public of Namibia and Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Namibia-German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  These churches are joined and work to-
gether through a common platform, the United 
Church Council of the Namibian Evangelical Lu-
theran Churches. 

 I encourage you to follow the Assembly online: 

Website lwfassembly.org 
Instagram www.instagram.com/lwfassembly/ 
Facebook www.facebook.com/lwfassembly 
Twitter twitter.com/lwfassembly 
Youtube bit.ly/LWFAssemblyYoutube 
Assembly hashtag #LWFAssembly 

And please join me in prayer:  

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of 
disciples, together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every 
walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, 
and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. (Evangelical Luther-
an Worship – the mission of the church, pg. 75) 

 In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
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AROUND TOWN 
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Tickets can be purchased online or from Leslie-Ann Sartison (leslieannsartison@gmail.com), 
to whom you may also direct any questions about the production. 

mailto:leslieannsartison@gmail.com
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Summer is around the corner 
and we would like to offer you 
an opportunity to enjoy our 
beautiful Church gardens. Take 
15 minutes, every second day, 
for one week in June, July or 
August to water flower pots at 
our entrances.  

Bring your children along and 
smell the roses!  
 
Sign up sheet is in the narthex by the mailboxes. 
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May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Water2Wine—4:30 pm 
Women’s Cursillo 
Group—4:30 pm 
 

2 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Faith Formation—7 pm 
Confirmation—7 pm 

3 
Sandwich Making—7:30  
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
AHS Caregivers—1:30  
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 
 

4 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
FACE—3—8 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 

5 
Office Closed 

FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

6 
FACE—9 am—2 pm 
Private Rental—4—8 
pm 
 

 

7 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following wor-
ship 
Town hall Mtg.—
following worship 
SWCG—1—3 pm 

8 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Water2Wine—4:30 pm 
Dutch choir rehears-
ing—6:30—9:30 pm 

9 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 10 
am 

Prayer & Care—11:30 
pm 

FACE—3—8 pm 

Faith Formation—7 pm 
Confirmation—7 pm 

10 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
SWCG—7 pm 
Council Mtg.—7 pm 

11 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
FACE—3—8 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 

12 
Office Closed 

FACE—9 am—8 pm 
 
SWCG—7 pm 

13 
 
M & M—10 am 

Dutch Canadian Choir—
2:30 pm 
Youth Movie Night—7 

14 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following wor-
ship 
SWCG—1—3 pm 

15 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Water2Wine—4:30 pm 
Social Ministry Mtg.—7 

16 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Confirmation—7 pm—
with Mentors 

17 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
Women’s Cursillo 
Group—1:30 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 
 

18 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
FACE—3—8 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 

19 
Office Closed 

FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

20 
 
FACE—9 am—2 pm 
 

 

21 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following wor-
ship 
Weaving—confirmands 
SWCG—1—3 pm 

22 
OFFICE CLOSED 

23 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 

 

24 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 

Bible Study—9:30 am 

SWCG—7 pm 

25 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—1:15 pm 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Prayer & Care—5 pm 
E.A.—7 pm 
Choir—7:15 pm 

26 
Office Closed 

FACE—9 am—8 pm 
Wedding rehearsal—5 
pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

27 
FACE—9 am—2 pm 

Via de Cristo Mtg.—9:30 

am 

Wedding—4 pm 

28 
Adult Study—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following worship 

Weaving—confirmands 
Young Families Mtg.—
during BLAST 

SWCG—1—4 pm 

29 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Water2Wine—4:30 pm 

30 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Coffee @ Tim Hortons’ - 
10 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 

 

31 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 

Bible Study—9:30 am 

SWCG—7 pm 

   
Communion Sundays 

May 7, 14, 21 & 28 

Cause of the Month 

Lutheran Hospital Ministries 

Synod Youth Gathering 


